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Removal of Existing Asphalt Pavement before Patching 
 

Delete Subsection 401.4.14 Removal of Existing Asphalt Pavement before Patching, of the Standard 
Specifications in its entirety and replace with the following:  

 
The RCE will determine the limits of distressed pavement and will mark width and length of patches. RCE / 
RME will inspect the road and ensures that drainage is adequate and no additional work needs to be done to 
the ditches and shoulders to promote proper drainage. The RCE may elect to obtain random cores if needed 
to determine proper depth of distressed area to be patched. Construct patches with a minimum size of 6.5 
feet x 6.5 feet with at least 25 feet between patches. Care should be taken to ensure that longitudinal joints 
do not end up in the wheel paths. In the event that considerable quantities of full depth patching (FDP) are 
encountered, the RCE will consult with the State Pavement Design Engineer to consider other rehabilitation 
methods.  
 
Remove the pavement to the depth indicated in the Plans, ensuring that the face of the cut is straight and 
vertical, with the exception of tapers needed to get equipment in and out of the patched area. If unstable 
material is encountered, remove additional material as directed by the RCE. Backfill the volume of the 
material removed below the patch with material meeting the requirements of Section 305, Graded 
Aggregate Base, and thoroughly compact in layers not exceeding 4 inches with a vibratory compactor. 
Thoroughly tack the sides of the existing pavement before placing the asphalt patch material in the hole.  
 
Place the patch material in relatively uniform layers not to exceed the number of lifts in the table below. 
Ensure that the patch material is selected from the table below. Compact each layer with a vibratory 
compactor and a pneumatic roller. Whenever practical, allow lifts to cool down prior to placing the next lift, 
especially when doing multiple patches in the same area. The 175° F requirement between lifts does not 
apply to FDP. Conduct the work so that patches are opened and filled each day, with the roadway being 
opened to traffic by the end of each days operation.. Ensure that the finished patch is smooth riding by using 
a straight edge. Temperature and calendar restrictions found in Section 401.4.4 do not apply, however no 
FDP will be permitted if the area is wet or frozen prior to removing the old pavement.  
 

 
Full Depth Patching Materials 

 
Depth of FDP 

Select mixture type below based on Depth of FDP 
Alternate Mixture Options Typical Mixture  

4” or Less Surface Type B / C 
2  Lifts 

Intermediate C 
2 Lifts 

6” Surface Type B / C 
2 Lifts 

Intermediate C 
2 Lifts 

8” 
 

Intermediate B Special 
2 lifts 

Intermediate C 
3 lifts 

10” Intermediate B Special 
2 lifts 

Intermediate C 
3 lifts  

12” or More Consult with the State Pavement Design Engineer 
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