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Document No. 3059 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Chapter 63 
Statutory Authority:  South Carolina Code Section 57-25-110 et seq. 

 
63-341 – 354 Highway Advertising Control Act 

 
Synopsis: 
 
The South Carolina Department of Transportation is promulgating amended regulations concerning the 
Highway Advertising Control Act, 63-341 to 63-354, to conform with current Federal regulations 
concerning changeable message signs and to amend other regulations dealing with definitions and 
permitting procedures for outdoor advertising signs.   
 
Proposed amendments were published in the State Register on February 24, 2006.  No hearing concerning 
the regulations was requested pursuant to S. C. Code Section 1-23-110(A)(3). No correspondence was 
received by SCDOT in response to the publication of the notice of drafting or  proposed regulations. An 
assessment report was not requested pursuant to 1-23-115. 
 



Instructions:  The text of the amended regulations 63-341 to 63-354 should replace the existing 
regulations bearing those same numbers. Illustration #1 is the same as the existing illustration #1. 
Renumber illustration #6  as #2.   Delete all other illustrations. 
 
Text: 
 
63-341. Preface. 
  
The regulations promulgated herein have been formulated pursuant to S. C. Code Section 57-25-110, et 
seq., entitled the Highway Advertising Control Act, which is intended to regulate outdoor advertising 
along Interstate and federal-aid primary highways.  
 
63-342. Definition of Terms. 
  
   A. “Abandoned Sign,” means a sign which is not being maintained as required by the regulations, or 
which is overgrown by trees or other vegetation not on the highway right-of-way, or which has had 
obsolete advertising messages or no advertising messages for a period of six months, or for which a 
permit has not been obtained or is not current, or for which the fee has not been paid more than thirty (30) 
days after demand by the Department. An obsolete advertising message does not include public service     
signing.   
   B. “Act,” means Highway Advertising Control Act or its successors.  
   C. “Back-to-Back Sign,” means any sign constructed on a single set of supports with two sign facings in 
opposite directions each of which may have up to two sign faces visible.  
   D. “Control Area,” means that area within 660 feet of the nearest edge of the right-of-way of Interstate 
or Federal-aid primary highways and visible from the main-traveled way of the Interstate or Federal-aid 
primary highways. The distance is measured from the outer edge of the right-of way on a line which is 
perpendicular to the edge of the pavement at the points in question.  
   E. “Cutouts and Extensions,” means any addition to a sign in excess of the permitted sign face area 
which aids in the display of a particular message. These cutouts and extensions should be apparent from 
the sign face and cannot increase the permitted sign face area by more than 150 square feet.  
   F. “Department,” means South Carolina Department of Transportation.  
   G. “Destroyed Sign,” means a sign no longer in existence due to factors other than vandalism or other 
criminal tortuous act. A sign damaged by greater than 50 percent of its replacement costs as determined 
from nationally recognized catalogues of vendors of construction and outdoor advertising materials based 
on single item purchases, not bulk purchase orders. Salvage parts cannot be used to determine 
replacement value unless approved by the Department. 
   H. “Double faced Sign,” means any sign with only one set of supports, one sign facing and no more 
than two sign faces visible.  
   I.  “Erect,” means to construct, build, raise, assemble, place, affix, attach, create, paint, draw, or in any 
other way bring into being or establish. It does not mean changing or repainting an existing sign face.  
   J. “Highway,” means all roads, streets and other ways open, or intended to be opened and for which the 
alignment has been approved by the Department, to the use of the public for travel by motor vehicles.  
   K. “Illegal Sign,” means any sign which was erected or maintained in violation of any of the provisions 
of the Act or these regulations, including an abandoned sign.  
   L. “Interchange,” means an intersection or junction of highways, either open or intended to be opened 
and for which the location has been approved by the Department, whether at grade or involving one or 
more grade separations, together with that additional area used or needed for connecting roadways from 
one highway to another.  
   M. “Lease,” means any writing by which possession or use of land or interest therein is given by the 
owner to another person for a specified period of time.  



   N. “Legible,” means capable of being read or understood without visual aid by a person of normal 
visual acuity while traveling in an ordinary passenger car on the main-traveled way at the speed limit.  
   O. “Main-Traveled Way,” means the traveled way of a highway on which through traffic is carried.  
   P. “Nonconforming Sign,” means one which was lawfully erected but which does not comply with the 
provisions of the Act or these regulations passed at a later date or which fails to comply with the Act or 
these regulations because of changed conditions at the site, such as the inclusion of a new highway in 
those roads governed by the Act, construction of a new interchange, etc.  
   Q. “On-Premise Sign,” means any sign which is designed, intended or used to advertise or inform of the 
principal activity taking place, or the product being sold on the property where the sign is located.  
   R. “Removed,” when used in reference to a sign or sign structure, means the dismantling and complete 
removal from the view of the motoring public of all parts and materials of a sign or sign structure to 
include but not limited to, faces and beams, poles, braces, stringers, guys, and struts, which are used or 
intended to be used to support or display a sign.  
   S. “Residence,” means a building or mobile home used as a permanent dwelling place whose occupancy 
is primarily unrelated to any commercial activity conducted on or adjacent to the premises.  
   T. “Rest Area,” means an area or site established and maintained within or adjacent to the right-of-way 
for the convenience of the traveling public.  
   U. “Sham activity,” means any activity which  
     (1) is a commercial or industrial activity but which was created primarily or exclusively to qualify an 
area as an unzoned commercial or industrial area, or 
     (2) does not conduct any meaningful business at the activity site, or 
     (3) is an activity that fails to meet the standards set forth under the definition of transient or temporary 
at the time of investigation. 
   V. “Sign” or "outdoor advertising sign,” means any sign structure or combination of sign structure and 
message in the form of outdoor sign, display, device, figure, painting, drawing, message, plaque, poster, 
billboard, advertising structure, advertisement, logo, symbol or other form which is designed, intended or 
used to advertise or inform, any part of the message or informative contents of which is visible from the 
main-traveled way. The term does not include official traffic control signs, official markers, nor specific 
information panels erected, caused to be erected, or approved by the Department.  
   W. “Sign Direction,” means the direction from which the message or informative contents are most 
visible to oncoming traffic on the main-traveled way.  
   X. “Sign Face,” means the part of the sign including stringers which contains the message or 
informative contents and includes borders or decorative trim. It does not include lighting fixtures, aprons 
and catwalks unless part of the message or informative contents of the sign is displayed thereon.  
   Y. “Sign Facing,” means all sign faces erected on the same sign structure facing the same (or 
approximately the same) sign direction.  
   Z. “Sign Structure,” means all the interrelated parts and material, such as beams, poles and braces, 
which are used or designed to be used or are intended to be used to support or display a sign.  
   AA. “Single Faced Sign,” means any sign with only one sign face.  
   BB. “State System,” means that portion of the highways located within this state as designated, or as 
may hereafter be so designated, by the Department.  
   CC. “Transient or temporary activities,” shall mean activities that fail to maintain:  
     (1) one year of continuous business operation at the proposed sign location prior to receipt of the 
application by the Department for those activities that have been established for more than one year at 
that location, or continuous business operation from the date the activity was established to the date the 
application is received by the Department for those activities that have been established for less than one 
year, and 
     (2) continuous business operation of the activity for one year after receipt of the application, unless 
determined by the Department to qualify. Continuous business operation, as used in this Chapter, shall be 
determined by the Department based on adequate documentation to prove meaningful business; and   
     (3) capable of showing significant commercial activity on the premises; and 



     (4) at least one employee attendant at the activity site, performing meaningful work and available to 
the public for at least thirty-six hours per week on at least four days per week for at least forty-eight 
weeks per year; and 
     (5) electricity, published telephone number, telephone answered at the activity, excluding cell phones 
and call forwarding, running water, indoor restroom, permanent flooring other than dirt, gravel, sand, etc; 
adequate heating; and   
     (6) the activity, or a major portion of it, conducted from a permanent building constructed principally 
of brick, concrete block, stone, concrete, metal, or wood or some combination of these materials or from a 
mobile home or trailer which the applicant can prove is considered part of the real estate and taxed 
accordingly. 
   DD. “Traveled Way,” means the portion of a roadway over which vehicles move. It does not include 
such facilities as frontage roads, turning roadways, parking areas, ramps or shoulders. In the case of a 
divided highway, the traveled way of each of the separated roadways for traffic in opposite directions is a 
main-traveled way.  
   EE. “Triangular Sign,” means a combination of single faced or double faced signs which are placed 
facing three sign directions of travel in a triangular formation with the closest edges of two sign facings 
located not more that 5 feet apart.  
   FF.  “Unzoned commercial or industrial areas,” means:  
     (1) those areas in a political subdivision which are not zoned on which there is located one or more 
permanent structures devoted to a commercial or industrial activity, a portion of which activity is located 
within the control area, and that area within 600 feet from the furthermost edge of the area within the 
control area regularly used for such activity and a corresponding zone directly across a primary highway 
which is not a freeway primary Federal-aid highway and which has not been declared to be a scenic 
highway; (See Illustration 1)  
     (2) they do not include recreational facilities such as campgrounds, golf courses (not including driving 
ranges or par-three courses), tennis courts, baseball or football fields or stadiums, or racetracks, except for 
any portions of those facilities occupied by offices, clubhouses, etc. which meet the minimum standards 
to keep the activity from being considered a transient or temporary activity;  
     (3) they do not include areas occupied by prohibited or illegal activities;  
     (4) they do not include areas occupied by sham activities;  
     (5) they do not include areas occupied by apartment houses, condominiums, nursing homes or other 
long term care facilities;  
     (6) they do not include junkyards as defined in S. C. Code Section 57-27-20(c) or parking or storage 
lots;  
     (7) they do not include areas occupied by schools or other buildings primarily used for educational 
purposes, whether public or private non-profit;  
     (8) they do not include quarries, borrow pits, or nurserylands, except for any portions of those facilities 
which are occupied by a permanent office located at the site which meets the minimum standards to keep 
the activity  from being considered a transient or temporary activity;  
     (9) they do not include cemeteries or churches, synagogues, mosques, or other places primarily used 
for worship.  
   GG. “V-type Sign,” means a combination of single faced or double faced signs which are placed facing 
two sign directions of travel in a V formation with the angle formed by the intersection of each being no 
more than 90 degrees and with their closest edges located not more than 5 feet apart.  
   HH. “Visible,” means capable of being seen (whether or not legible) and readily recognized as a sign or 
commercial or industrial activity by a person of normal visual acuity. The presence of a sign, whether 
attached to the building or free-standing shall not be considered in determining whether or not a 
commercial or industrial activity is visible.  
   II.  “Zoned,” means subject to a complete system of land use, including the regulation of size, lighting, 
and spacing of signs, for tracts which comprise at least 20 percent of the land within a political 
subdivision established and actively enforced by duly constituted zoning authorities. The mere labeling of 



land as zoned commercial or industrial does not mean the area is zoned for purposes of the Act. Rather 
there must be the establishment and enforcement of a complete set of regulations to govern land use 
within the portion of the political subdivision which is zoned. Unrestricted land shall be treated as 
unzoned. Land subject to court ordered zoning or development restrictions shall not be considered zoned.  
   JJ.  “Zoned industrial or commercial areas,” means those areas inside the control area within a political 
subdivision which are zoned for commercial or industrial use. They shall not include any areas in which 
limited commercial or industrial activities are permitted as an incident to other primary land uses, nor 
shall they include areas which the Department determines were so designated for the principal purpose of 
creating locations for outdoor advertising signs adjacent to or near Interstate or federal-aid primary 
highways. They shall not include areas which are unrestricted. No small parcels or narrow strips of land 
designated for a use classification different from and less restrictive than that of the surrounding area and 
which is made without consideration of the neighborhood land use character shall be considered a zoned 
industrial or commercial area. Narrow strips shall mean any configuration of land which cannot be put to 
ordinary commercial or industrial use.  
   KK. “Off-premise changeable message signs,” means an outdoor advertising sign, display, or device 
which changes the message or copy of the sign by methods which include but are not limited to electronic 
movement, or rotation of panels or slats. Changeable message signs are considered outdoor advertising 
signs, and as such must comply with all requirements applicable to outdoor advertising signs.  
Changeable message signs shall not include animated, continuous or scrolling messages.  
 
63-343. General Standards for Outdoor Advertising Signs.  
 
   A. Criteria for determining if a sign is intended to be read from the main-traveled way:  
     (1) The sign is visible and any advertising or message is legible.  
     (2) Consideration shall be given to the nature of sign, what it is directing the readers' attention toward, 
and where the product or service can be obtained in relation to the highway.  
     (3) Viewing time of any advertising or message is a primary factor to consider. If the viewing time 
during which any portion of the advertising or message is legible is five seconds or longer, by an 
individual traveling in a passenger car at the speed limit, the sign shall be deemed to be intended to be 
read from the main-traveled way.  
   B. Where a sign is legible from two or more highways, one or more of which is a highway subject to the 
provisions of the Act, the more stringent of applicable control requirements will apply.  
   C. If any commercial or industrial activity which has been used in determining the existence and size of 
an unzoned commercial or industrial area ceases to operate or reduces its operations to the extent that it 
would be classified as transient or temporary, the unzoned commercial or industrial area shall be 
redetermined based on the remaining activities. Any sign located within the former unzoned commercial 
or industrial area, but which is located outside of the unzoned commercial or industrial area based on the 
redetermined dimensions, becomes a nonconforming sign.  
   D. When the Department declares a sign to be illegal, the Department must only give notice once in 
writing. If the illegal sign is relocated to any site which is illegal under the Act, including an otherwise 
legal site for which a permit has not been received, or is removed and later erected again at the same site, 
no additional notice is required before the Department is authorized to remove the sign.  If the owner of 
the sign cannot be identified by information on the sign, notice may be given by prominently posting 
notice on the sign for a period of thirty days after which time notice shall be complete.  
 
63-344. General Restrictions on Outdoor Advertising Signs Subject to the Act.  
 
   A. No sign nor any portion of a sign may imitate or resemble any official traffic control device 
including, but not limited to, Interstate or other route symbols, stop signs, stop lights, or yield signs.  
   B. No sign may advertise or inform of any activity that is illegal under Federal or state laws or 
regulations in effect at the location of the activity.  



   C. No sign may be located in such a manner as to obscure or otherwise interfere with the effectiveness 
of an official traffic sign, signal, or device, or obstruct or interfere with the driver's view of approaching, 
merging or intersecting traffic.  
   D. No sign may be erected or maintained upon trees or painted or drawn upon rocks or other natural 
features.  
   E. No permit identification tag may be attached to a sign which is not permanently affixed to the site 
described in the application. Any tag attached to a sign which is not permanently affixed to the site 
described in the application is void and may be confiscated by Department personnel.  
   F. If any portion of a sign is located on highway right-of-way, the sign is illegal and must be completely 
removed from the right-of-way.  
   G. Any sign permitted because of an activity subsequently determined to be a sham activity shall be 
illegal and must be removed at the sign owner's or landowner's expense. Until the sign supported by the 
sham activity is completely removed from its site, the Department may not approve any application for 
any sign permit made by the sign owner. Also, the Department may not approve any other application for 
a sign permit on any site owned or controlled by the landowner of the property on which the sham activity 
is located.  
 
63-345. Size Limitations of Outdoor Advertising Signs.  
 
   A. Measurements.  
      (1) The dimensions of a sign shall include border, trim, cutouts and extensions, but shall not include 
aprons, decorative bases and supports, unless those items are used to convey any message, other than the 
name of the sign owner or permittee, in which case the apron, decorative base or support so used shall be 
included in its entirety.  
    (2) Square footage shall be measured by the combination of the areas of the smallest circles, triangles, 
or rectangles required to cover the sign faces.  
   B. Signs erected under S. C. Code Section 57-25-140(a)(7) and (a)(8).  
     (1) Signs shall not exceed a maximum of 672 square feet. Cutouts and extensions can be used in 
addition to this amount but may not increase the size by more than one hundred fifty (150) square feet.  
     (2) No sign facing shall exceed a length of sixty (60) feet.  
     (3) No sign facing shall exceed a height of forty eight (48) feet.  
     (4) Double faced, back-to-back or V-type signs shall be considered as one sign.  
     (5) In this connection, the larger of facings shall be applicable in computing square foot total for     
permit purposes.  
 
63-346. Spacing Limitations for Outdoor Advertising Signs.  
 
   A. Measurements:  
     (1) Involving the distance between signs, shall be taken along the edge of the traveled way between 
lines perpendicular to the edge of the traveled way which intersect the center of the sign supports nearest 
the traveled way.  
     (2) Involving unzoned commercial or industrial areas shall be taken within the control area from the 
outermost edge of the regularly used buildings and areas regularly used and required for parking, storage, 
and processing, or from the property lines of the tract or tracts owned or leased by the activity on which 
the activity is being conducted, whichever is the narrower. Only those portions of the activity which are 
within the control area and which are visible from the main traveled way shall be considered. (See 
Illustration 1).  
     (3) Involving interchanges, weigh stations, and rest areas adjacent to the main traveled way of 
interstates and freeway primary federal-aid highways shall be made from the nearest point of the 
beginning or ending of pavement widening at the exit from or entrance to the main-traveled way. Where 
there is insufficient space to end an entrance ramp before beginning an exit ramp, the ramp shall be 



regarded as continuous and no signs will be permitted between the interchanges in areas which are not 
within the boundaries of an incorporated municipality.  
     (4) Illustrations for measuring spacing are contained in Illustrations 1and 2 of these regulations.  
   B. Signs erected under S. C. Code Section 57-25-140(a)(7) and (a)(8).  
     (1) Adjacent to Interstate or freeway primary federal-aid highways:  
        a) No signs may be erected less than five hundred (500) feet apart measured from the center of the 
sign supports nearest the main traveled way along a line parallel with the main traveled way.  
        b) No sign in a rural, unincorporated area may be erected within five hundred (500) feet of an 
interchange or rest area.  
     (2) Adjacent to federal-aid primary highways which do not have controlled access:  
        a) No signs may be erected less than three hundred (300) feet apart on the same side of the highway 
in rural, unincorporated areas.  
        b) No signs may be erected less than one hundred (100) feet apart on the same side of the highway 
within incorporated municipalities unless the signs are separated by a building or other obstruction (other 
than another sign) which prevents more than one sign facing from being visible at any one time.  
     (3) Signs erected under S. C. Code Section 57-25-140(a)(1),(2),(3),(5) and (6) shall not be considered 
for spacing purposes.  
 
63-347. Lighting of Outdoor Advertising Signs.  
 
   A. Signs which are lighted must be constructed and maintained in order to effectively shield or prevent 
beams or rays of light from being directed at any portion of the main-traveled way of the Interstate or 
federal-aid primary highway.  
   B. Signs with lighting of such intensity or brilliance as to cause glare or to impair the vision of the 
driver of any motor vehicle, or which otherwise interferes with any driver's operation of a motor vehicle 
are prohibited.  
   C. No sign may have attached to it or be illuminated by flashing or pulsing lights or lights which change 
color. This prohibition does not apply to reader signs which have brief messages advertising goods or 
services offered on the premises where the sign is located and also provide time and temperature readings, 
provided that such reader signs shall not be unduly distracting and shall not use lights that change color.  
 
63-348.  Local Zoning Approval.  
 
   A. Land subject to zoning plans which have been reviewed and approved by the Department shall be 
considered zoned. Zoning plans must include effective methods of enforcement.  
   B. Any changes to an approved zoning plan must be submitted to the Department for review and 
approval before being effective for purposes of the Act.  
   C. The Department will provide in writing the reasons why the zoning plan is not approved.  
 
63-349.  Permits.  
 
   A. All signs lawfully erected under S. C. Code Section 57-25-140(a)(4), (a)(7) and (a)(8) and all 
nonconforming signs require permits and identification tags. This includes all signs that were legally in 
place on the effective date of the Act as well as those legally constructed after the effective date of the Act 
including those signs in place at the time the controlled highway was made a part of the Interstate or 
federal-aid primary system.  
   B. No sign subject to the Act for which a permit is required may be erected without first obtaining from 
the Department a permit authorizing the same.  
   C. Applications for permits shall be made to the Director of Outdoor Advertising, SCDOT, P.O. Box 
191, Columbia, SC 29202.  



   D. All applications must be submitted on forms provided by the Department. Applications must be 
typed including the name of the person who signs the application. Applications must provide all 
applicable information requested. If an application is not typed, or is illegible, incomplete, inaccurate, or 
not accompanied by the appropriate fee, it must be corrected by applicant prior to processing.  
   E. No permit may be approved unless the applicant has first obtained the written permission of the 
owner or other person in lawful possession of the site designated as the location of the sign in the permit 
application. All applications must be accompanied by a copy of the written lease or other written 
agreement between the applicant and the landowner or other person in lawful possession or control of the 
site designated as the location of the sign in the permit application, if the applicant and the landowner of 
the site are different. All such documents shall be considered trade secrets and therefore not subject to 
disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act.  
   F. Where local government regulation exists, no permit shall be issued unless the applicant submits 
along with the application either:  
     (1) A copy of the permit issued for the site by the local government, or  
     (2) A statement from the appropriate local government official indicating that: 
        (a) The sign complies with all local government requirements; 
        (b) The local government will issue a permit to that applicant upon issuance of the state permit by 
the Department, and   
        (c) A certificate of occupancy, occupancy letter, or documentation indicating that the final inspection 
and building permit requirements for the qualifying activity have been obtained and completed by the 
local government, where applicable. 
   G. All applications shall be accompanied by adequate documents capable of showing significant 
commercial activity and meaningful business operation at the premise pursuant to Regulation 63-
342(CC). If adequate documentation is not provided the application may be reviewed up to one (1) year  
in accordance with provision (L) herein. After one year from the receipt of the application, the application 
shall be approved or denied by the Department. 
   H. The proposed location for a new sign shall be clearly identified on the ground by a stake with no less 
than two feet of the stake clearly visible above the ground line. Staking of the site is considered part of the 
application. The stake shall not be moved or removed until the application is disapproved, or, if it is 
approved, until the sign has been erected.  
   I. Construction of a sign must not, under any circumstances, begin until the permit, having been 
approved by the Department, has been received by the applicant. Any portion of the sign structure erected 
prior to the applicant's receipt of the approved permit is illegal and must be completely dismantled before 
any application from the sign owner for that site or any other site can be considered.  
   J. Permits will be considered on a first-come, first-served basis. If applications are submitted for the 
same or conflicting sites, each will be dealt with in turn. Any other applications for the same or 
conflicting sites, received between the time a disapproved application is returned to the applicant and the 
time it is resubmitted, must be considered before the resubmitted application may be considered.  
   K. The submission of an application for a sign permit shall grant to the Department the authority for its 
employees or agents to enter onto the land where the sign is or is intended to be displayed in order to 
conduct whatever investigations may be appropriate both at the time of application and at any time 
thereafter unless such application be withdrawn by the applicant.  
   L. Upon receipt of the permit application, the District Sign Coordinator will inspect the sign site in 
order to ascertain if the location legally qualifies. The Department reserves the right to consider any 
application for a sign permit for up to thirty days from the date the application is submitted. Any 
application not approved within that time may be deemed by the applicant to have been rejected unless 
the Department notifies the applicant in writing of the reasons that it requires further time to investigate 
the application.  The review period shall be no longer than one year from the date of receipt of the sign 
application by the Department.  
   M.  In the event the permit is cancelled, revoked, or disapproved, the applicant may appeal pursuant to 
the Administrative Law Court procedures. All appeals will be conducted in accordance with the 



Administrative Procedures Act. The applicant shall bear the burden of showing that the Department 
should issue the permit. A decision regarding any other applications for the same or conflicting sites 
submitted subsequent to the initial submission of the disapproved application will be held in abeyance 
pending the court’s resolution of the appeal. If the Department's disapproval is sustained, the other 
applications will be considered in turn.  
   N.  No new application may be submitted by the same applicant or its assignee or successor for a site 
which has been disapproved unless there has been a significant change in the site such as a change in the 
zoning at the site, a change in the geometry or designation of a highway, the removal of an existing, 
conflicting sign etc. This prohibition extends to any sites which depend for approval on the same facts 
which led to the disapproval of the first application.  
   O.  Construction of the sign structure and sign face shall be completed within 180 days from the date of 
the permit's issuance. The Department has the discretion to cancel permits and forfeit fees if construction 
is not completed.  An applicant whose permit is voided for not completing construction may not reapply 
for the same or a conflicting site for a period of ninety days, unless the applicant can show that the delay 
was caused by events beyond his control. Examples of events which are not considered beyond the 
applicant's control include, but are not limited to, delays in ordering necessary materials, delays in 
obtaining financing, and disputes with local governmental bodies.  
   P. Each permitted sign structure must have the owner’s name prominently displayed on it so that the 
name is readable from the highway.   
   Q. Upon issuance of the permit, the identification tag must be placed by the Department or the 
permittee, as the Department requires, on the support or lower corner of the sign nearest the main-traveled 
way so as to be readable from the edge of the highway. The tag will be issued for and may be attached 
only to the sign described in the permit application. Under no circumstances may the tag be moved from 
one sign to another nor may the sign to which it is attached be relocated to another location. If the tag 
issued for a sign is not attached as required, the sign is illegal.  
   R. Owners of signs which become subject to the Act because of the construction of a new highway or 
the change in designation of a highway must apply to the Department for a permit within thirty days after 
being notified by the Department that the sign has become subject to the Act. If the owner of the sign 
cannot be identified by information on the sign, notice may be given by prominently posting notice on the 
sign for a period of thirty days after which time notice shall be complete. Failure to apply for a permit 
within thirty days after notice results in the sign being illegal.  
   S. If a permitted sign is voluntarily removed or dismantled for a period of more than 30 days, the permit 
will be voided. If a permitted sign is removed, dismantled, or destroyed by an act of God or by vandalism 
for a period of more than ninety days, the permit will be voided.  
   T. Replacement tags for those which are lost or vandalized must be obtained from the Department by 
submitting a new application, an affidavit as to the loss of the tag, and a fee equal to the annual renewal 
fee.  
   U. Permits may be transferred from one sign owner to another pursuant to Department procedures.  
   V. The failure of any check submitted to the Department for a permit fee to be honored upon 
presentation shall make the permit void. The applicant may be required to submit a new application and 
may thereafter be required to submit cash or a certified check with any application or renewal.  
   W. The Department may revoke any permit issued and order the sign removed if it subsequently 
determines that the information submitted or subsequently discovered by the Department regarding the 
application, sign, or business location, was false or materially misleading and any fees submitted with the 
application shall be forfeited.  
   X. The Department may issue a permit for a sign which could otherwise be permitted even though it is 
located within the proposed right-of-way for a highway for which the alignment has been approved but 
which has not yet begun construction or even though it is located within the proposed right-of-way for an 
interchange for which the location has been approved but which has not yet begun construction provided 
that in either such case the sign owner and the landowner must agree to remove the sign without cost to 



the Department and without compensation within thirty (30) days after written notice from the 
Department to the sign owner and landowner at the addresses provided in the application.  
   Y. Notice of matters affecting permits, including a sign's being declared illegal, must only be given to 
the address(es) provided on the sign application. If there is a change in address, the sign owner is 
responsible for notifying the Department.  If notice is forwarded to the landowner or sign owner and is 
returned undelivered, it shall nevertheless be considered to have been effected if sent to the most current 
address(es) provided by the sign owner.  
   Z. No sign shall be erected within 600 feet of areas where vegetation has been illegally removed, as 
determined by the discretion of the Department, or removed without prior written approval of the 
Department. 
 
63-350.  Maintenance Standards for All Signs Controlled by the Act.  
 
   A. All signs subject to the Act must be structurally safe and maintained in a good state of repair which 
includes but is not limited to the following:  
     (1) The sign face must be maintained free of peeling, chipping, rusting, wearing and fading so as to be 
fully legible at all times.  
     (2) All parts of the sign, including the cutouts, extensions, border, trim, and sign structure must be 
maintained in a safe manner, free from rusting, rotting, breaking and other deterioration. 
     (3) The sign face must not have any vegetation growing upon it or touching or clinging to it.  
   B. Any sign which does not conform to the maintenance standards in 63-350(A) or which is abandoned 
is illegal. A notice will be given by certified mail to the sign owner and landowner to repair any sign 
which does not conform to these standards within thirty days of the date of mailing. A one-time extension 
of sixty days may be granted if the sign owner can show just cause for the delay because of unusual 
weather conditions or other reasons beyond the sign owner's control. If the repairs are not completed 
within the specified time, the sign must be removed at the sign owner or landowner's expense.  
   C. Nonconforming signs must be maintained subject to the following restrictions:  
     (1) No maintenance may occur which will lengthen the life of the device.  
     (2) There must be existing property rights in the sign.  
     (3) The right to continue a nonconforming sign is confined to the permitted sign owner or his 
transferee.  
     (4) In the event a nonconforming device is partially destroyed by wind or other natural forces 
including tornadoes, hurricanes, or other catastrophic occurrences, the Department must determine 
whether to allow the sign to be rebuilt.  If the Department determines that the damage to the sign was 
greater than 50 percent of its replacement costs as determined by nationally recognized catalogues of 
vendors of construction and outdoor advertising materials as of the time of the damage, the sign must be 
dismantled at no cost to the Department and may not be erected again.  A current issue of the catalogue or 
advertisement indicating materials to be replaced must be submitted with the request to rebuild. Salvage 
parts cannot be used to determine replacement value unless approved by the Department. 
     (5) A nonconforming sign which is destroyed by an Act of God or catastrophic act cannot be rebuilt, 
and the debris from the destroyed sign shall be removed by the sign owner, or by the Department at the 
sign owner's expense and the permit cancelled.  
     (6) A nonconforming sign when relocated or moved shall no longer be considered a nonconforming 
sign and thereafter shall be subject to all the provisions of law and of these regulations relating to outdoor 
advertising.  
     (7) The sign must remain substantially the same as it was on the effective date of the State law or 
regulations which rendered the sign nonconforming. Reasonable repair and maintenance of a 
nonconforming sign is not a change which would terminate nonconforming use. Extension, enlargement, 
rebuilding, changing the materials of the sign structure, changing the size of the sign structure materials, 
adding catwalks, adding guys or struts for stabilization of the sign or structure, adding lights to an 



unilluminated sign, changing the height of the sign above ground or re-erection of the sign will make the 
sign illegal. Maintenance will be limited to:  
        (a) Replacement of nuts and bolts;  
        (b) Additional nailing, riveting or welding;  
        (c) Cleaning and painting;  
        (d) Manipulation to level or plumb the device, but not to the extent of adding guys or struts for 
stabilization of the sign or structure;  
        (e) A change of the advertising message, including changing faces, as long as similar materials are 
used and the sign face is not enlarged. If the sign face or faces are reduced, they may not thereafter ever 
be increased.  
     (8) The Department must be notified of any maintenance to a nonconforming sign prior to the work 
being performed.  
     (9) Any nonconforming sign suffering damage in excess of normal wear cannot be repaired without:  
        (a) Notifying the Department in writing of the extent of the damage, the reason the damage is in 
excess of normal wear, and providing clear, color, on-site photographs of the damaged sign and all 
salvageable parts thereof, and a description of the repair work to be undertaken including the estimated 
cost of repair on the approved form; and  
        (b) Receiving written notice from the Department authorizing the repair work as described above. If 
said work authorization is granted, it shall be mailed to the applicant within thirty days of receipt of the 
information described in (a) above. Any such sign which is repaired without Department authorization 
becomes illegal.  
   D. No individual, company, corporation, public or private entity may cut, trim, remove or otherwise 
cause to be removed planted or natural vegetation from within the limits of highway rights-of-way unless 
specifically provided for by a properly executed agreement between the Department, individual, 
company, corporation, public or private entity. No such agreement may be granted for sign locations 
which have been permitted for less than two years. All such agreements shall be entered into at the sole 
discretion of the Department.  
   E. Signs may not be serviced from or across the right-of-way of Interstate or freeway primary federal-
aid highways or across controlled access lines of federal-aid primary routes. Any sign which is so 
serviced becomes illegal and must be removed.  



63-351. Directional and Other Official Signs.  
 
   A. Definitions for this Section:  
        (1) “Scenic Area,” means any area of particular scenic beauty or historical significance as 
determined by the Federal, state or local officials having jurisdiction thereof and includes land which has 
been acquired for the restoration, preservation, and enhancement of scenic beauty.  
        (2) “Parkland,” means any publicly owned land which is designated or used as a public park, 
recreation area, wildlife or waterfowl refuge, or historical site.  
        (3) “Federal or State Law,” means a federal or state constitutional provision or statute, or an 
ordinance, rule, or regulation enacted or adopted by a state or federal agency or a political subdivision 
pursuant to a federal or state constitution or statute.  
        (4) “Directional and Other Official Signs and Notices,” means only official signs and notices, public 
utility signs, service club and religious notices, public service signs, and directional signs.  
        (5) “Official Signs and Notices,” means signs and notices erected by public officers or public 
agencies within their territorial or zoning jurisdiction and pursuant to and in accordance with direction or 
authorization contained in federal, state, or local law for the purposes of carrying out an official duty or 
responsibility. Historical markers authorized by state law and erected by state or local government 
agencies or non-profit historical societies may be considered official signs.  
       (6) “Public Utility Signs,” means warning signs, information signs, notices, or markers which are 
customarily erected and maintained by publicly or privately owned utilities, as essential to their 
operations.  
        (7) “Service Club and Religious Notices,” means signs and notices relating to meetings of non-
profit service clubs or charitable associations, or religious services, which do not exceed eight square feet 
in area.  
        (8) “Directional Signs,” means signs deemed by the Department to be in the interest of the traveling 
public and containing directional information about public places owned or operated by federal, state or 
local government or their agencies; publicly or privately owned natural phenomena; historic, cultural, 
scientific, educational and religious sites; and areas of natural scenic beauty or naturally suited for 
outdoor recreation.  
   B. The following signs are prohibited:  
        (1) Signs advertising activities that are illegal under federal or state laws in effect at the location of 
those signs or at the location of those activities.  
        (2) Signs located in such a manner as to obscure or otherwise interfere with the effectiveness of an 
official traffic sign, signal, or device, or obstruct or interfere with the driver's view of approaching, 
merging or intersecting traffic.  
        (3) Signs which are erected upon trees or rocks or other natural features.  
        (4) Obsolete signs.  
        (5) Signs which are structurally unsafe or in disrepair.  
        (6) Signs which move or have any animated moving parts.  
        (7) Signs located in rest areas, parklands or scenic areas.  
   C. Directional signs shall not exceed the following size limits:  
        (1) Maximum area – one hundred fifty square feet.  
        (2) Maximum height –twenty feet. 
        (3) Maximum length – twenty feet.  
All dimensions include border and trim, but exclude supports.  
   D. Lighting requirements are the same as Regulation 63-347.  
   E. Spacing of directional signs:  
        (1) Each location of a directional sign must be approved by the Department.  
        (2) No directional sign may be located within two thousand feet of an interchange, or intersection at 
grade along the interstate highways or freeway primary federal-aid highways (measured along the 



highway from the nearest point of the beginning or ending of pavement widening at the exit from or 
entrance to the main-traveled way).  
     (3) No directional sign may be located within two thousand feet of a rest area, parkland, or scenic area.  
     (4) No two directional signs facing the same direction of travel may be spaced less than one mile apart;  
        (a) Not more than three directional signs legible to the same direction of travel may be erected along 
a single route approaching the activity;  
        (b) Signs located adjacent to an Interstate highway must be within seventy five air miles of the 
activity;  
        (c) Signs located adjacent to a federal-aid primary highway must be within fifty air miles of the 
activity.  
   F. Message content--Directional Signs.  
The message on directional signs shall be limited to the identification of the attraction or activity and 
directional information useful to the traveler in locating the attraction, such as mileage, route numbers, or 
exit numbers. Descriptive words or phrases, and pictorial or photographic representations of the activity 
or its environs are prohibited.  
   G. Persons or firms desiring to construct or qualify signs as directional must first comply with the 
following proceduRES:  
     (1) Submit, in writing, to the Director of Outdoor Advertising, SCDOT, P.O. Box 191, Columbia, SC 
29202, a detailed outline of the sign. This shall include overall dimensions and message portion of the 
sign to include type of construction and lighting.  
     (2) Application for sign must be submitted on the form provided by the Department and must be 
accompanied by the appropriate fees.  
     (3) Specify reasons why the activity being advertised should be approved for directional signing. 
Submission must document why the activity is regionally or nationally known.  
     (4) The Department shall consider all requests and shall consult, as necessary, with other state agencies 
and local organizations possessing cultural or historical expertise in rendering a decision.  
     (5) If the Department's decision is in the affirmative, a permit and identification tag will be issued. If 
the permit is denied, the applicant will be notified in writing outlining the specific reasons for refusal. The 
applicant may appeal the decision of the Department by filing written notice with the Department within 
thirty days of the Department's mailing of notice to the applicant at the address provided on the 
application. All appeals will be conducted in accordance with the Administrative Procedures Act. The 
applicant shall bear the burden of showing that the Department should issue the permit.  
     (6) All signs authorized by the Department under this section shall be subject to maintenance standards 
outlined in Regulation Section 63-350.  
     (7) No sign shall be authorized for a highway if the attraction for which the sign is sought is already 
identified on official signs and notices visible from that highway.  
 
63-352. On-Premise Signs.  
 
   A. Signs erected pursuant to S. C. Code Section 57-25-140(a)(5) and (6) are not required to be 
permitted, however, there are certain criteria that must be applied to these signs in order to determine if, 
in fact, they are on-premise signs.  
   B. "For Sale" and "For Lease" signs may be considered on-premise if they meet the following 
requirements:  
     (1) They must be located only on property which is for sale or lease.  
     (2) They may contain only information pertinent to sale or lease of the property such as "For Sale,” 
acreage, name of person or firm having such property for sale, and phone number.  
     (3) They may not have information relating to any activity or product not directly connected with the 
sale or lease of the property on which they are located.  
   C. Signs advertising activities, products or services offered or performed on the property upon which 
they are located shall be considered on-premise provided they meet the following requirements: 



     (1) Signs must be physically located on the same premise as activity advertised.  
     (2) The intent of the sign must be the identification of the activity, product or service offered at the 
location.  
     (3) In the event a sign site is located on a narrow strip of land contiguous to the advertised activity or 
on land connected to the advertised activity by a narrow strip of land, the sign site shall not be considered 
part of the premises on which the activity being advertised is conducted. A narrow strip shall include any 
configuration of land which cannot be put to any reasonable use related to the activity other than for 
signing purposes.  
     (4) Two or more activities which share a common property line may share a single on-premise sign so 
long as the sign is located on the common property line and meets all other requirements of on-premise 
signs.  
     (5) The sale of the land between the main building and the advertising device or the diversion of the 
land to uses other than commercial or industrial by lease, rental agreement, easement, or license, etc., will 
be prima facie evidence that the sign is no longer on-premise and shall be subject to appropriate provision 
of the law. The diversion of land to other uses includes, but is not limited to, cultivation to raise crops or 
forest even though land may be of a single ownership, or land which is separated from the activity by a 
public highway, or other obstruction as may be determined by the Department. 
     (6) Land under cultivation to raise crops or forest may not be considered a part of a given activity even 
though the land may be in a single ownership, nor may land which is separated from the activity by a 
public highway, or other obstruction.  
   D. Upon vacating a premise which is not thereafter occupied by another business within one year, the 
owner of the property must, without cost to the Department, dismantle and remove any free-standing on-
premise sign. Any on-premise sign which is not so removed is illegal.  
   E. The Department shall have sole discretion to determine if the sign is a traffic or safety hazard, 
including the ability to determine if the sign’s lighting or illumination creates a traffic or safety hazard.  If 
the Department determines the sign to be a traffic or safety hazard, the sign shall be removed at the 
expense of the sign owner. 
 
63-353. Design of Outdoor Advertising Signs. 
 
   A.  Signs with 350 square feet of facing or more must be constructed with steel supports. 
   B.  Signs with 672 square feet of facing must be constructed on a steel monopole. 
   C.  No stacked (double deck) sign faces shall be allowed. 
 
63-354. Off-premise Changeable Message Signs. 
 
   A. Changeable message signs shall not contain or display flashing, intermittent or moving lights.   
   B. Changeable message signs shall conform with size requirements as described in Regulation Section 
63-345. 
   C. Changeable message signs shall be spaced 500 feet apart on the same side of the highway.  
   D. Only conforming sign structures may be modified to changeable message signs upon compliance 
with changeable message sign standards and approval of the Department. Nonconforming sign structures 
shall not be modified to changeable message signs. 
   E. Each message displayed shall remain fixed for at least six seconds. 
   F. When a message is changed, it shall be accomplished within an interval of two seconds or less. 
   G. Changeable message signs may only be constructed as a single face and V-shape structures.  
Changeable message signs shall not be side by side or stacked. 
   H. If a conforming sign is to be revised to a changeable message sign, an application shall be submitted 
noting the sign is to become a changeable message signs and requesting approval for this change. 
   I. Brilliancy and light intensity shall remain the same throughout the display period.        



Fiscal Impact Statement.  The Department of Transportation expects there to be no fiscal impact to the 
state or its political subdivisions in complying with these amended regulations. 
 
Statement of Need and Reasonableness: 
 
DESCRIPTION OF REGULATIONS 63-341- 354  Highway Advertising Control Act. 
 
Purpose of amendment:  The amendments are designed to bring state regulations into conformity with 
certain federal requirements and to clarify certain definitions, delete obsolete language and to revise 
certain application processes. 
 
Legal Authority:  The legal authority for regulation 63-341 to 354 is section 57-25-110, et seq., SC Code 
of Laws. 
 
Plan for Implementation:  The amendments will have no effect on the practices of SCDOT. 
 
 
DETERMINATION OF NEED AND REASONABLENESS OF PROPOSED REGULATIONS BASED 
ON ALL FACTORS HEREIN AND EXPECTED BENEFITS:  The proposed amendments will benefit 
the public by deleting confusing and outdated information from the regulations and by improving the 
process for reviewing applications for outdoor advertising permits. 
  
The proposed amendments will benefit the public by deleting confusing and outdated information from 
the regulations and by improving the process for reviewing applications for outdoor advertising permits. 
 
DETERMINATION OF  COSTS AND BENEFITS:  There will be no costs imposed by these changes to 
the State.    
 
UNCERTAINTIES OF ESTIMATES:  None. 
 
EFFECT ON ENVIRONMENTAL AND PUBLIC HEALTH:  None. 
 
DETRIMENTAL EFFECTS ON ENVIRONMENTAL AND PUBLIC HEALTH IF THE 
REGULATIONS ARE NOT IMPLEMENTED:  None. 
 
 


